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The McClure Foundation Free Degree Promise
offers the Vermont high school classes of 2023-2026 the opportunity to
earn a free associate degree through the state’s Early College
program at the Community College of Vermont (CCV).

A pathway to a free degree. The state’s Early College program
allows Vermont high school seniors to complete their last year
of high school and their first year of college at the same time,
earning free college credits that also count toward graduation
from high school. The McClure Foundation’s promise builds on
the Early College program with a second year of free college at

HOPE

The pandemic response showed us that when college and
career training is affordable, more Vermonters enroll. In a state
like Vermont, with the lowest college continuation rates in New
England, young people deserve to feel more hopeful about
education after high school. That starts with affordability.

OPPORTUNITY

Community colleges are engines of economic mobility.
With locations within 25 miles of 95% of Vermonters and

CCQV, giving students the chance to earn an associate

degree the year after high school graduation. The Foundation’s
promise covers tuition and fees after federal and state financial
aid, a living stipend, and career and education advising,
putting students on a fast track to a debt-free degree and

a promising Vermont job.

robust online offerings, CCV serves the greatest number
of Vermonters of any college in the state.

VERMONT'S FUTURE

Fast-tracked pathways to affordable degrees are good for
Vermonters - and good for Vermont. At a time when many
promising Vermont jobs are waiting to be filled, the state’s Early
College program can lead to a free degree pathway that will
benefit Vermont civically, socially, and economically.

YES. the free degree program is already generating impact by inspiring hope among young people and leading to historic
enrollment in CCV's Early College program, especially among low-income, first-generation, and BIPOC students from around the

state. Read on to learn more.

“To get those two years, and not be in debt,
and get farther...it opens a lot of doors and opportunities.”
—OJ, Early College student at CCV




Early Impacts: Vermont’s FREE DEGREE Promise

The Free Degree Promise drove the largest Early College enrollment
at CCV since the program began in 2014.198 students, 42 percent
of whom are identified as low-income by their school counselor, are
currently enrolled for 2022-23. This cohort represents 100 percent of
Vermont's counties and 90 percent of Vermont's high schools. Early
indicators are showing increased access, especially among historically
marginalized populations, and that the majority of students intend to
continue on to earn an associate degree.

e 30% increase in the percentage of enrolled students from
low-income families

*  39% of students are first-generation (higher percentage than
Vermont's overall K12 population)

*  16% of students are BIPOC (higher percentage than Vermont's
overall K12 population)

* 65% intend to continue at CCV toward their free associate degree
(more than double the typical percent of Early College completers
who continue at CCV)

Two Stories of Student Success

Blake: His high school education Faith: With aspirations of becoming
interrupted by the pandemic, the first person in her family to

Blake attended classes online attend college, Faith prioritized her
while working at the family’s education and dreamed of earning a
laundromat business. Ready to degree. Adopted and raised by her
take his learning to the next level, grandparents, however, she worried
Blake enrolled in Early College at that her family wouldn't be able to
the recommendation of one of afford it. When she learned about the
his teachers at Williamstown High Free Degree Promise, she signed up
School. The opportunity to get immediately. Currently enrolled in the
a free degree “drives me to get first Promise cohort, Faith will earn an
better grades,” says Blake. “I have associate degree in business in 2023,
more motivation.” Blake is pursuing one year after graduating high school,
an associate degree in business, and is exploring careers in marketing.
after which he plans to become a “It is a gift that has changed my
licensed electrician and open his adult life,” she said.

own business.

What's next?

The Foundation will continue to partner with CCV to support enrolled students,
evaluate this promise model, and share what we learn along the way.

THE J. WARREN

OIS MCCLURE
FOUN[‘\TION
.

Three Factors

Contributing
to Early Success

A commitment
to universal access

All students in the high school classes
of 2023-2026 are eligible to apply and
can choose any degree program offered
by CCV. The Foundation believes every
young person deserves dependable
options for continuing their education
and training. As a universal opportunity,
this gift drives across-the-board
enrollment by reducing the stigma of
accessing supports among the students
who stand to benefit most.

Support
beyond tuition

In partnership with the Vermont
Community Foundation, the McClure
Foundation is providing living stipends
and enhanced advising to students — and
is directly resourcing CCV to market,
administer, and evaluate the initiative.

Leveraging
public funding

This promise builds on the state’s Early
College program, which has been
helping students get a jumpstart on
college pathways since 2014, and

on recent public investments in the
affordability of community college like
the 802 Opportunity Grant.

For more information on the McClure Foundation, visit mcclurevt.org or contact
Executive Director Carolyn Weir at cweir@vermontcf.org or 802-388-3355 x239.



